Letter From the Guest Editor
The theme for the December 2018 issue of Academic Forensic Pathology is Sex and Reproduction. The topics which have been reviewed in this issue relate to cases which many forensic pathologists see only occasionally.
The reviews cover topics relating to infant and neonatal deaths, maternal deaths, and investigation of potential victims of sexual assault, both adult and pediatric, as well as sexually transmitted diseases.
Whilst neonatal and infant deaths are a common feature of routine forensic practice, deaths as a result of birth asphyxia and/or trauma are less frequently encountered. Drs. Collins and Popek have prepared an exhaustive review of this topic with numerous illustrations of the various conditions described, which will serve as a ready reference should such a case occur.
Professor Wright and Dr. Miller look at the links between stillbirth and maternal substance abuse. They note the importance of placental pathology in investigating the etiological mechanisms for such deaths.
Drs. Phillips and Ong have reviewed the always problematic area of distinguishing stillbirth and livebirth. Although recently-developed techniques including advanced imaging (such as computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging) and immunohistochemistry aid in differentiating these entities, in many cases the distinction remains elusive.
Death of a pregnant or recently pregnant woman is an unusual event in our routine practice, although such deaths are more common in many developing countries. Drs. Garland and Little review the causes of maternal deaths and describe investigations that may be helpful at autopsy to make a diagnosis.
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Deaths where there has been suspected sexual assault can occur in both adults and children. Dr. Lincoln looks at the investigation of sexual assault in adults. She describes the meticulous approach that is necessary to obtain specimens that will have evidentiary value and the importance of understanding normal genital anatomy and physiology.
Professor Adams further emphasizes that understanding normal genital anatomy and anatomical variants in children is of vital importance in interpreting findings in children who have been potentially sexually abused. She includes a detailed approach to interpretation of physical findings of injury and mimics of such injuries in pediatric populations.
Dr. Thng reviews the topic of sexually transmitted infections, the effects of which may be seen a wide variety of forensic cases in routine forensic practice. The increase in drug resistance in these diseases over recent years may result in the diseases and their consequences being seen more frequently in the future.
Whilst in an ideal world, there would be ready access to specialists in these fields to advise about techniques to use and specimens to be taken, such advice is often not readily available in a timely manner. It is hoped that these reviews may provide useful information for the rare occasions when such a case is encountered.
Three additional papers are also published in this issue of Academic Forensic Pathology. Dr. Bao and colleagues have written case reports about extremely premature coronary atherosclerosis in a 17-year-old male and neurological complications of epidural steroid injection. Drs. Szymanski and Huss-Bawab add to the images in forensic pathology literature with a paper on situs inversus totalis.
